
 

 

Sustainable development has been defined by the World Commission on the Environment, 1987 
(the Brutland Report) as being: "Development which meets the needs of the present without com-
promising the needs of future generations to meet their own needs" (1). 

It encompasses two key objectives for modern society: 

• Economic development to secure higher standards of living 
• Protection and enhancement of the environment 
 
This clearly links the quality of life to both economic and environmental factors and implies that both as-
pects require equal attention in the decision making process. 

A European Council declaration on the environment made in Dublin 1990 stated "the Community must use 
more effectively its position of moral, economic and political authority to advance international efforts to 
solve global problems and promote sustainable development....". This has subsequently been reaffirmed in 
UK (2) (3) (4) and EC policies (5) that re-emphasise the commitment to enhance economically driven re-
source conservation and management by long term, active intervention. The main aims of such intervention 
are to protect resources and reduce their rate of depletion while sustaining economic growth. Waste man-
agement is targeted in these policies as a key priority for future action to promote more sustainable prac-
tices. 
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